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Dear Phifer Families, 
 
 On behalf of the entire Howard M. Phifer faculty and staff, I’d 
like to wish everyone a joyous and peaceful holiday season.  May 
your new year be a happy and healthy one!  We at Phifer take great 
pride in educating your son and/or daughter, and want you to know 
that their safety and their learning are top priorities.  It is our goal for 
the new year to continue seeking best methods in education to 
maximize your child’s curiosity for learning.  Once again, happy 
holidays and we look forward to working even more closely with you 
in 2017!    
                                                                              Sincerely, 
                                                                           Mr. Thomas Honeyman  

Upcoming Events: 

  December 14-15           

7th Grade Science Fair  

  December 15                

Evening Science Fair 

 December 16                

Half Day for Students 

 December 21              

Band & Choral Concert 

 December 23                

Half Day for Students 

 On the Wednesday before Thanksgiving and in 
the spirit of gratefulness, students were given the op-
portunity to draft a “thank you” to anyone they wished. 
 At the end of the day while students waited for their 
buses to arrive, students could write a paragraph (or 
more) on half sheet, hard-stock paper to express their 
gratitude to someone else.  Most students took full ad-
vantage of this selfless opportunity and chose their 
words carefully in order to make another person feel 
good on this Thanksgiving weekend.                          

 Some students chose to write to their mother or 
father, but several chose teachers or other school staff 
as well.  Kitchen workers and maintenance employees 
were also on the receiving end of a Phifer thank you. 
 One student even thanked Hillary Clinton for trying to 
become the first female student.  Harvard associate 
professor Francesca Gino states about gratitude, 
“Receiving expressions of gratitude makes us feel a 
heightened sense of self-worth, and that in turn triggers 
other helpful behaviors toward both the person we are 
helping and other people, too.”  In other words, writing 
a random thank you note helps the giver and the re-
ceiver.  It also pays it forward in most cases.    
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On November 
16th, Howard M. Phifer 
Middle School held its 
third annual Recipe for 
Success Night. Phifer 
and Park Avenue Cam-
pus volunteer teachers 
and administrators led 
our parents and children 
in a fun-packed evening. 
Mr. Honeyman talked 
about the importance of 
regular attendance and 
ways for parents to get 
more involved in their 
child’s academic life. 
 After some math, and 
reading tips, families 
were treated to a deli-
cious Black Tie Catering 
dinner and very generous 
door prizes. Smiles 
abounded and bellies 
were happy. 
Recipe for Success Night 

was started two years 
ago by a group of volun-
teers led by Phifer Prin-
cipal Tom Honeyman. 
An educational team 
was assembled, and do-
nations of materials and 
gift items were solicited 
from local and national 
vendors. Local compa-
nies such as Meadow-
brook and Staples were 
instrumental in providing 
the ingredients neces-
sary to offer a full night 
of food, fun, gifts, and 
most importantly, educa-
tion about reading and 
math success. 
The Phifer staff were 
thrilled to see that atten-
dance at this year’s 
event was slightly higher 
than last year’s inaugu-
ral evening, meaning 

that more families were 
able to access services 
and resources about 
heightened involvement 
in their child's academic 
life.  Needless to say, a 
local gift card or a 
packet of books to take 
home for the holidays 
always makes an event 
a little more memorable. 
Thanks once again to 
both the parents and 
families who partici-
pated, the teachers and 
administrators who do-
nated their time and ex-
pertise, and to the very 
generous vendors and 
sponsors without whom 
Recipe for Success 
Night would not be pos-
sible.  
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Recipe for Success Year Three 



As many of the Phifer 
community now knows, 
Howard M. Phifer has in-
fused an enrichment and 
intervention period into 
our school schedule. 
 This Phifer Intervention 
and Enrichment period 
(P.I.E.) has exposed our 
students to additional 
learning opportunities 
that are not normally pre-
sented during the regular 
day schedule.  8th grade 
math teacher, Ms. 
Daniel, started a tempo-
rary enrichment activity 
during this cycle that pro-
vides students the oppor-
tunity to assist those in 
need.  Who are these 
people in need?  Our 

American troops sta-
tioned abroad during this 
holiday season.  The 
name of this initiative is 
Operation Gratitude. 
Operation Gratitude is a 
PIE activity where stu-
dents write letters to sol-
diers. The students have 
already written their let-
ters of appreciation to 
the brave service men 
and women. The stu-
dents in this activity de-
cided that they would 
like to fundraise and col-
lect money to send 
along gifts with their let-
ters. The Operation 
Gratitude students are 
very excited for their 
peers to participate and 
join them in thanking our 

dedicated service men 
and women. 
On Friday, December 2, 
the students will have a 
uniform option to honor 
and remember our 
Troops stationed around 
the world. Students who 
donate $1 can wear a 
 military color shirt. The 
shirts can be green, light 
brown, black, or camou-
flage color. The students 
from Operation Gratitude 
will send the donations 
with their letters, and the 
receiving troops will un-
doubtedly appreciate 
this thoughtful gesture 
by our kind Phifer stu-
dents.   
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New Enrichment Period Initiative 

 

Think Before You Send! 

Social media communications 

are a growing concern. Treat 

electronic communications 

like postcards—many eyes 

may see them! Would you be 

proud of what you sent or 

posted? 

Cyber Tip 


